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PROMINENT POLITICAL THEORIST SPEAKING AT UM 
MISSOULA—
One of America’s premier political theorists, Jean Bethke Elshtain, will share her thoughts 
about the state of modern democracy as part of the President’s Lecture Series at The University of 
Montana-Missoula.
Elshtain, a professor of social and political ethics at the University of Chicago, will give a 
lecture titled Democracy on Trial on Monday, Feb. 23, at 8 p.m. in the Montana Theatre, located 
in the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
Before her evening lecture, a UM faculty seminar with Elshtain titled “Tocqueville’s 
America and Ours” will be held from 3 to 4:30 p.m. in Gallagher Business Building Room 123.
“Professor Elshtain is one of a relatively small number of political theorists who have 
managed to cross over to a mass audience,” said Bill Chaloupka, a UM professor of environmental 
studies who will introduce the speaker. “Her opinions are sought out by important journalists, and 
her books are read by serious thinkers in and out of the academic world.”
Chaloupka said Elshtain is an engaging speaker with the ability to clarify complex issues in 
an entertaining manner. In fact, she was recently quoted in national Associated Press stories about 
the Clinton sex scandal.
Elshtain has authored and co-authored seven books, including 1992’s “Public Man, Private
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Woman: Women in Social and Political Thought,” which was selected by Choice as one of the top 
academic books of 1981-82. Her book “Democracy on Trial” was named a New York Times 
notable book for 1995. Elshtain also has edited and co-edited six books, and she is currently writing 
two books.
In addition, she has authored more than 200 essays in scholarly journals and journals of civic 
opinion. She also has written 175 book reviews, and she writes a regular column in The New 
Republic.
Elshtain joined the faculty of Vanderbilt University in 1988 as the first woman to hold an 
endowed professorship in the history of that institution. She was appointed to her current position as 
Laura Spelman Rockefeller Professor of Social and Political Ethics in 1995. She has been a visiting 
professor at Oberlin College and Yale and Harvard universities. In 1996, she received an honorary 
doctorate in law from Gonzaga University and a doctorate in humane letters from Valparaiso 
University.
The evening lecture will be the sixth installment of The President’s Lecture Series for the 
1997-98 academic year. UM presents the lectures as a public service for the campus and surrounding 
communities. Lecture topics relate to current national and world affairs.
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